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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1, 4-7, 8-10, 12-14, 16-17, 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hunter et al. (US2003/0231746, filed 6-14-2002, hereinafter 
Hunter). 

Regarding claim 1, Hunter discloses a method of disseminating information 
associated with active conference participant to conference participants in a conference 
system, the conference system including connection between a conference bridge (140, 
fig. 1) and two or more participant locations (1 10 ... 120, fig. 1), each participant 
location having one or more conference participants, at least one of the conference 
participants having a contention to a data network (130, such as CDMA or TDMA, 
paragraphs: 001 1-0012), the method comprising the steps of: associating conference 
participants with participant information, identifying an active participants supplying data 
to the conference bridge for broadcast to the other conference participants, and 
transferring at least a portion of the participant information associated with the active 
participant over a data network to at least one of the conference participants having a 
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connection to the data network substantially concurrent with broadcast of supplied data 
(paragraphs: 0011 -0012; 0017-0018; 0031-0034). 

Regarding claim 18, Hunter discloses a conferencing method in which participant 
information associated with active conference participants in a conference call is 
disseminated to conference participants, the method comprising the steps of: 
establishing connections between a conference bridge (140, fig. 1) and two or more 
participant locations (110 ... 120 fig. 1), each participant location having one or more 
conference participants, at least one conference participant having a connection to a 
data network (such as CDMA, TDMA, paragraph: 0011 - 0012), associating the 
conference participants with participant information including personal information and 
location information, identifying an active participant supplying data to the conference 
bridge for broadcast to other conference participants at a particular time, transmitting at 
least a portion of the personal information associated with active participant, using the 
location information associated with the conference participants, over the data network 
to one or more of the participants substantially concurrent with broadcast of data 
supplied at the particular time by the conference bridge (paragraphs: 001 1 - 0012; 0017 
-0018; 0031-0034). 

Regarding claims 4-7, 8-10, 12-14, 16-17, 19-22, Hunter further teaches the 
following: identifying at least one biometric characteristic (for example voice) of a new 
conference participant, receiving participant information associated with the new 
conference participant from the new conference participant, initially associating the new 
conference participant with the participant information based at least in part on the 
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biometric characteristic of the conference participant and the participant information 
received from the conference participant and, thereafter, associating the conference 
participant with the participant information responsive to the biometric characteristic of 
the conference participant, receiving the participant information from the conference 
participants via the conference bridge (140, fig. 1) and associating the conference 
participants with the participant information received via conference bridge 
(paragraphs: 0025 - 0026; 0029), conference participants are connected to ports of the 
bridge and wherein the step of associating the conference participants with the 
participant information received via the conference bridge comprises step of: 
associating conference participants with participant information based on the port to 
which each conference participant is connected, each conference participant accesses 
the conference bridge using a unique port and wherein identifying comprises the step 
of: identifying the active participant based on the receipt of data at the port of the 
conference bridge accessed by active conference participant (connecting conference 
participants to port numbers of conference bridge is implicit in as much as the reference 
teaches conference bridge 140 to which conference participants are connected to 
obtain identity information of them; paragraphs: 0023 - 0028), receiving at least one 
biometric characteristic from each conference participant when establishing connections 
to the conference bridge, wherein identifying step comprises identifying active 
conference participants based on at least in part on the biometric characteristic, storing 
at least one biometric characteristic during an initial conference in use in identifying step 
during subsequent conferences (paragraphs: 0025 - 0026), receiving a respective aural 
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biometric characteristic from each conference participant when establishing connections 
to the conference bridge (140, fig. 1 ), and wherein identifying step comprises identifying 
the active participant based on at least in part on the respective aural biometric 
characteristic (paragraphs: 0022 - 0026), storing the data supplied by the identified 
active conference participant along with at least a portion of the participant information 
of the identified active conference participant, developing a profile for each one or more 
conference participants, and selecting the portion of the participant to pass to each of 
the one or more conference participants responsive to their developed profiles 
(paragraphs: 0025 - 0026; 0034), identifying the active conference participant supplying 
data to the conference bridge for broadcast to other conference participants at a particle 
time, and wherein transmitting step comprises the steps of; transmitting the participant 
information substantially concurrent with the broadcast of the data supplied at the 
particular time by the conference bridge (paragraphs: 0030 - 0034), receiving 
communication from a first conference participant via the data network (such as CDMA, 
TDMA, paragraph: 0011), selectively distributing the communications to one or more 
conference participants, receiving one or more commands via the data network, the one 
or more commands associated with one or more conference specific details, and 
selectively distributing information to the one ore more conference specific details to 
one or more conference participants responsive to one or more commands 
(paragraphs: 0017 - 0018). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter in 
view of Cope et al. (US PAT: 6,978,002, filed 5-13-2003, hereinafter Cope)/ 

Hunter differs from claim 2 in that although he teaches: receiving participant 
information corresponding to the one or more participants from new participant location 
over the data network, associating the one or more participants from the new participant 
location with the participant information responsive to the conference bridge contact and 
participant information from the new participant location (paragraphs: 0022 - 0026), he 
does not specifically teach: passing conference bridge identifier to a new participant 
location, the conference bridge identifier corresponding to one ore more participants at 
the new participant location, receiving the conference bridge identifier for connecting to 
the conference bridge. 

However, Cope discloses dynamic routing for telephone conference call which 
teaches: passing conference bridge identifier (reads on conference identifier) to a new 
participant location, the conference bridge identifier corresponding to one ore more 
participants at the new participant location, receiving the conference bridge identifier for 
connecting to the conference bridge (col. 5 lines 16-37; fig. 7). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Hunter's system to provide for the following: passing 
conference bridge identifier to a new participant location, the conference bridge 
identifier corresponding to one ore more participants at the new participant location, 
receiving the conference bridge identifier for connecting to the conference bridge as this 
arrangement would facilitate the conference participant to be connected to the right 
conference system based on conference identify provided by the participant as taught 
by Cope. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter in 
view of Cope as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Henrikson et al. (US 
PAT: 6,870,916, filed 9-14-2001, hereinafter Henrikson). 

The combination differs from claim 3 in that although it teaches receiving 
participant information and the conference bridge identifier over a data network by 
conference participants (col. 5 lines 16-37 of '002), it does not teach website to receive 
conference related information. 

However, Henrikson discloses targeted and intelligent multimedia conference 
establishment services which teaches using web page interface to receive information 
for conference provisioning (col. 4 lines 51-64). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: website to 
receive conference related information as this arrangement would provide one method, 
among many possible methods, for receiving information as is well known in the art. 
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6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter 
in view of Agraharam et al. (US PAT: 6,377,995, hereinafter Agraharam). 

Hunter differs from claim 1 1 in that he does not specifically teach: receiving a 
respective visual biometric characteristic from each conference participant when 
establishing connections to the conference bridge, and wherein identifying step 
comprises identifying the active participant based on at least in part on the respective 
visual biometric characteristic. 

However, Agraharam discloses indexing multimedia communications which 
teaches the following: receiving a respective visual biometric characteristic from each 
conference participant when establishing connections to the conference bridge (reads 
on 20, fig. 1), and wherein identifying step comprises identifying the active participant 
based on at least in part on the respective visual biometric characteristic (col. 5 lines 26- 
51 ; col. 9 lines 9-21 and claim 1 3). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Hunter's system to provide for the following: receiving a 
respective visual biometric characteristic from each conference participant when 
establishing connections to the conference bridge, and wherein identifying step 
comprises identifying the active participant based on at least in part on the respective 
visual biometric characteristic as this arrangement would provide identifying the 
conference participants more reliably for further application as taught by Agraharam 
(col. 9 lines 19-21). 
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7. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter 
in view of Yoakum et al. (US PAT: 7,139,797, filed 4-10-2002, hereinafter Yoakum). 

Hunter differs from claim 15 in that he discloses transmitting st least a portion of 
the participant information in accordance with communication protocols (paragraph: 
0017-0018), he does not teach using Session Initiation protocol (SIP) Instant messaging 
(IM) system. 

However, Yoakum suggests use of Session Initiation protocol (SIP) Instant 
messaging (IM) system to facilitate communications (col. 13 lines 62-67). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Hunter's system to provide for the following: using 
Session Initiation protocol (SIP) Instant messaging (IM) system as this arrangement 
would provide well known protocols to facilitate communications as taught by Yoakum. 

8. Claims 23-26, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunter in view of Eisenberg (US2002/01 18809). 

Regarding claim 23, Hunter discloses a conference apparatus (140, fig. 1) for 
disseminating information associated with active participant to conference participants 
in a conference system, at least one conference participant having data connection to a 
data network (such as CDMA, RDMA, paragraphs: 0011-0012), the apparatus 
comprising: a conference bridge (140, fig. 1) configured to broadcast data from active 
participant (110 ... 120), fig. 1) to other participants (110 ... 120, fig. 1), a conference 
enhancement system (reads on ASR, fig. 1 ) configured for use with system and the 
conference bridge (140, fig. 1), the conference enhancement system to configured to 
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associate one or more of the conference participants with participant information, 
identify an active participant supplying data to the conference bridge for broadcast to 
the other conference participants, and transmit at least a portion of the participant 
information associated with the active conference participant over the data network to 
one or more of the conference participants substantially concurrent with the broadcast 
data (paragraphs: 001 1 - 001 2; 001 7 - 001 8; 0031 -0034). 

Hunter differs from claim 23 in that he does not teach the following: an instant 
messaging system configured for communication with at least one conference 
participant having a data connection over the data network. 

However, Eisenberg discloses initiation and support of video conference using 
instant messaging which teaches the following: an instant messaging system configured 
for communication with at least one conference participant having a data connection 
over the data network (paragraphs: 0023 - 0024). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Hunter's system to provide for the following: an instant 
messaging system configured for communication with at least one conference 
participant having a data connection over the data network as this arrangement would 
provide another well known means for setting up conference so that participants can 
participate in a conference as taught by Eisenberg. 

Regarding claims 24-26, Hunter further teaches the following: conference 
enhancement system (reads on 150, fig. 1) is configured to identify the active 
conference participant based on biometric characteristics (such as voice) associated 
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with active conference participant (paragraphs: 0020-0026), : conference enhancement 
system (reads on 150, fig. 1) is configured to identify the active conference participant 
based on port identifier associated with a port of the conference bridge through which 
the active conference participant supplies data to the conference bridge (identifying 
conference participants to port numbers of conference bridge is implicit in as much as 
the reference teaches conference bridge 140 to which conference participants are 
connected to obtain identity information of them and further port numbers are allocated 
to each conference participant as is well known in the art ; paragraphs: 0023 - 0028), 
conference enhancement system is configured to maintain user profile for one or more 
conference participants for use when transmitting the at least a portion of the participant 
information to conference participants (paragraphs: 0025 - 0026). 
9. Claims 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunter in view of Eisenberg as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of 
Agraharam. 

The combination differs from claims 27-28 in that although it teaches use of 
instant messaging for participate in a conference (see abstract of '809), it does not 
teach: conference enhancement is configured to maintain a database of data broadcast 
from the conference bridge and participant information associated with the active 
conference participant, conference enhancement is configured to maintain a database 
of data broadcast information for prior conference participants, and associated biometric 
information for use in subsequent conferences. 
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However, Agraharam teaches the following: conference enhancement is 
configured to maintain a database of data broadcast from the conference bridge and 
participant information associated with the active conference participant, conference 
enhancement is configured to maintain a database of data broadcast information for 
prior conference participants, and associated biometric information for use in 
subsequent conferences (col. 3, line 52 - col. 4, line 47). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: conference 
enhancement is configured to maintain a database of data broadcast from the 
conference bridge and participant information associated with the active conference 
participant, conference enhancement is configured to maintain a database of data 
broadcast information for prior conference participants, and associated biometric 
information for use in subsequent conferences as this arrangement would facilitate to 
keep record of conference participants and their conference exchange information for 
subsequent use as taught by Agraharam. 

10. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter 
in view of Eisenberg as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Yoakum. 

The combination differs from claim 29 in that it does not teach: the instant 
message (IM) system is a session initiation protocol (SIP) IM system 

However, Yoakum suggests the instant message (IM) system is a session 
initiation protocol (SIP) IM system (col. 13 lines 62-67). 

/ 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Hunter's system to provide for the following: the instant 
message (IM) system is a session initiation protocol (SIP) IM system as this 
arrangement would provide well known protocols to facilitate communications as taught 
by Yoakum. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. // 
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